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District Assembly and 
50th Anniversary 
Celebration of PSWD 
and DeBenneville Pines
Come join us in fellowship and celebration on 
May 20 and 21st 2011 at Neighborhood Church 
in Pasadena, CA. Our very special key note 
speaker is none other than our UUA President, 
Rev. Peter Morales. Following the great success 
of our 2010 DA at Santa Barbara, we are plan-
ning to continue the  Friday-afternoon-through-
Saturday-evening format. Friday will include a 
celebration of the 50 year history of PSWD and 
DeBenneville Pines, in addition to our Key Note 
Address by Rev. Morales. Our Theme is “A Cove-
nant for Our Future.”  Saturday will include wor-
ship, workshops, a bridging ceremony for our 
youth, a business meeting and many opportuni-
ties for fellowship! There will be a youth program, 
but due to diminished interest past few years, we 
will not be putting on a children’s program. Reg-
istration information will be available in February 
on the PSWD website. Please come and help us 
Celebrate our 50 years!    

--Michelle Melancon, DA Coordinator

The PSWD NetwUUrk
Newsletter of the Pacific Southwest District of the UUA

UU

Call for Workshops
Proposals are requested for District Assembly 
2011 workshops, to be held at Neighborhood 
Church in Pasadena, CA May 20-21.

This year’s theme is 

Selection is based on varied topics with wide au-
dience appeal that focus on our theme in one 
of 4 areas: personal/spiritual development, so-
cial action, church organization or District/UUA 
workings. Due to space limitations, only 20 
workshops will be chosen this year.  Workshops 
will be selected at the January 15, 2011 Plan-
ning Committee meeting.

DEADLINE is 
January 8, 2011

A Covenant 
for Our Future
A Covenant 

for Our Future

A flyer/application is available on the PSWD 
website: http://www.pswduua.org/pages/dis-
trict-assembly.php. Please complete and return 
to us asap--deadline is approaching!

http://www.pswduua.org/pages/district-assembly.php
http://www.pswduua.org/pages/district-assembly.php
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Ken’s Corral

I don’t know how you feel, but 
I need the Holiday Season, the 
Holiday Spirit right about now.  
It’s been a strange year in soci-
ety and a tough year personally.  
The xenophobic actions by poli-
ticians in Arizona and vitriol by 
most politicians during the re-
cent elections have created an atmosphere in this country 
where hate and division seem to rule. Personally, my wife, 
Tommie, broke a leg late last winter and my mother died 
in the late summer, meaning I have had the added emo-
tional stress that such events bring to forefront. Yet this is 
the Season of Hope, hope for what the future might bring.  

As we move into 2011 your PSWD staff and our many 
volunteers will continue to be supportive of the vision 
you help us create. Through all the transitions our con-
gregations have been experiencing, we continue to stand 
with you.  In addition this January we will work with both 
the UUA General Assembly Planning Committee and the 
UUA Board as we move to define a Justice GA for 2012 
in Phoenix. In March we will sponsor our Human Rights 
Spring Break in southern Arizona, look for information on 
our web site.

And of course I look forward to joining many of you at 
Neighborhood Church to celebrate 50 years of the Pacific 
Southwest District and Camp deBenneville Pines on May 
20 & 21.  We have done much together over the past fifty 
years and I hope our vision will sustain us into the next 
fifty years, spreading the saving message of Unitarian 
Universalism.

So as Tommie and I decorate our Christmas Tree this next 
week there will be ornaments that are reminders of our 
extensive travels, our various family members, and the 
many congregations I have connected with in over 36 
years of ministry.  This Season is a reminder of what we 
have been able accomplish with many friends and family 
members over the years and a time to reflect on the hope 
we have for the future.

Happy Holidays,

Ken 

Former Minister 
Named Minister 
Emeritus
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tuc-
son honored its former minister, the Rever-
end David A. Johnson, by installing him as 
Minister Emeritus on Sunday, October 17, 
2010, at the 10 a.m. worship service.
 
The Rev. Johnson is the longest-serving 
minister of this 63 year old congregation, 
where he served from 1973 to 1988. Dur-
ing that time he led the congregation in 
growth, participated in the establishment 
of a second congregation in Tucson, the UU 
Congregation of Northwest Tucson, as well 
as encouraged the establishment of the UU 
Congregation of Green Valley and the UU 
Church of Southeast Arizona in Sierra Vista.

Involved in the local community, Rev. John-
son served on the board of the Pima Coun-
cil on Aging, serving as its president twice. 
He worked with Tucson Urban League, and 
was chair of the Court-appointed indepen-
dent citizens’ committee, which was es-
tablished to monitor the desegregation of 
Tucson School District One.  He worked as 
well with the Tucson Ecumenical Council 
where he was instrumental in establishing 
an inter-denominational Thanksgiving Day 
service, and he was active with other group 
members in the Sanctuary Movement.

Rev. Johnson resigned in 1988 to be min-
ister of the Unitarian Universalist Church 
in Brookline, Massachusetts, from which 
he retired in 2003. Today he lives in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, and serves as interim 
minister in Provincetown, on Cape Cod.

In conjunction with this event, the church 
has created a fund in Rev. Johnson’s hon-
or, for the support of an intern minister at 
some future date.  



REjoice
RE News for the PSWD

The hustle and bustle of 
the winter holiday season 
is upon us. Magazines and 
commercials sell this as a 
time of warm fires, glittery 
holiday decorations, big 
meals, and expansive qual-
ity time spent with family. 

That is a beautiful fantasy and Martha Stewart Liv-
ing does such a great job of creating that dream 
world. Closer to my reality is anticipating crowd-
ed travel days to visit family, squeezing in time to 
decorate for the holidays, write (and send!) holi-
day cards, figure out eco-sustainable gifts for loved 
ones (knitted-bamboo mittens would be perfect – 
but that project needed to be started during sum-
mer camps, not the first of December!), while still 
keeping on top of work projects and events. 

My guess is my holiday calendar and to-do list is 
very similar to yours. Except you have the con-
gregational holiday pageant, gift fair, and cookie 
exchange to prepare for, too. 

This is a season of celebrating light in the midst 
of winter darkness. And I hope it can be a time for 
each of us to honor our own inner light – connecting 
with what gives us meaning and purpose in life. 

For many, that meaning and purpose comes from 
making the world a better place. In the spring, 
PSWD is sponsoring several programs and activi-
ties that can help you do that. Elementary/Family 
Winter Camp melds community building, learning, 
worship in a multigenerational atmosphere. Human 
Rights on the Border Spring Break Trip is a service/
learning/reflection event for ages 16 up to our el-
ders. At District Assembly, we celebrate 50 years 
of Unitarian Universalism, PSWD and Camp de 
Benneville Pines and there will be multiple ways of 
finding out how you and your congregation can be 
involved in the larger movement of love and justice. 

Let your inner light shine. Connect with your Uni-
tarian Universalist brothers and sisters across our 
great district. But right now - sit down. Push your 
to-do list aside. And just breathe. I hope this season 
brings you joy and peace. 

Tera Little 

 

Certification of 
Membership 2011   

You can now use the UUA’s online system to cer-
tify your congregation’s membership number. The 
deadline to complete this process is Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 1 at 5 pm PT.  Please be aware, there cannot 
be any extensions on this deadline.  

The certified membership number is the basis for 
determining the number of voting delegates for 
your congregation at General Assembly 2011, and 
for calculating your congregation’s Annual Pro-
gram Fund Fair Share (FY 2012) contribution to 
the UUA. Congregations report this statistic each 
year before the February 1 deadline as part of the 
UUA’s Bylaws & Rules.

You can find Frequently Asked Questions about 
the Certification process online here: www.uua.org/
leaders/dataservices/faq.

Each congregation has at least one individual au-
thorized as a UUA Data Services Updater who can 
use the my.UUA.org online system to certify this 
membership number. Authorized users with con-
firmed accounts should log in here: my.uua.org/
contactinfo. 

Or, your congregation can log in to the Data Ser-
vices Login for Congregations (shared congrega-
tional account). The congregation ID is your con-
gregation’s 4-digit ID number. Log in at: dyn.uua.
org/congregation.  

Please note: these shared accounts will be made 
inactive by the end of 2011. We encourage congre-
gations to use the my.UUA.org system instead, as 
it will soon be the only login accounts for congrega-
tions to report this data. First-time users of my.UUA.
org can register here: my.uua.org/accounts

If you have additional questions that are not ad-
dressed on our FAQ page, or would prefer to cer-
tify by sending paper forms via postal mail, please 
contact Nick Rafeal at NRafeal@uua.org or 617-
948-4654.
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Thoughts from the 
President
At the fall meeting of UUA 
District Presidents, we 
continued the reimagining 
we had initiated at our pre-
vious fall meeting. We are 
still actively engaged in 
the work, both collectively 
and individually, and we 
wanted to let people know 
that change was in the air. 
My colleagues honored me by allowing me to serve 
on the committee that drafted the following state-
ment from the District Presidents Association.
 
Imagine an Association of Congregations that de-
livers our liberal and liberating faith tradition to a 
world in need. Imagine a governance structure that 
enables this to become a reality. Imagine a demo-
cratic process where all voices are heard and we 
honor our covenantal heritage.

The District Presidents Association, in collaboration 
with our UUA Board of Trustees, recognizes the 
work that has gone before and that is moving our 
association forward. There is no hidden agenda or 
done deal, but we are looking seriously at organi-
zational structures and practices that have been in 
place for many years, such as
	 •  The size and selection process for our 	
	 UUA Board
	 •  Co-employment of staff
	 •  Redundancy and duplication of policies
	 •  A static, inorganic decision-making 
	 structure
	 •  Inequitable funding formulas
We recognize that change brings anxiety, but we 
also recognize a duty to address long-standing con-
straints and issues in our current system. That duty 
calls us to take action to make those feared chang-
es, because we believe they will 
	 •  Release the energy of our human capital 
to do the important work of connecting our congre-
gations to our larger Association
	 •  Free more of our leaders to do the work of 
changing the world
	 •  Actively engage more congregations in 
creating and fulfilling the vision of all of our imagin-
ings

As should be clear, there are truly substantive 
changes that are being considered by our leader-
ship and it is our intention to apprise you, our mem-
ber congregations, at every step. The implications 
of the changes are far-reaching and may being stir-
ring many thoughts and ideas. I am eager to hear 
from you, so if you want to discuss what has been 
stirred up, please do not hesitate to contact me.

living my faith,
Michael Sallwasser

Windy City

We do have some pretty fierce winds here in Cam-
bria, but this poor guy is just a scarecrow made by 
UU Community of Cambria member Gil Eastman 
as part of the town’s “Harvest Festival”  This UUCC 
entry blew away the judges who awarded it “Best of 
Show” in the scarecrow contest.

 --Bill Lakin

UU History and Heritage Prizes 
The Unitarian Universalist Historical Society has 
announced prizes in five categories to be awarded 
over the next three years. For details go to http://
www.uuhs.org/.  
The deadline for all prizes is JUNE 1. Please direct 
submissions and questions to Dan McKanan at dm-
ckanan@hds.harvard.edu. As appropriate, winning 
submissions may be considered for publication in 
the Journal of Unitarian Universalist History. In ad-
dition to the $500 award, all winners will receive a 
free one-year membership in the Unitarian Univer-
salist Historical Society.

http://www.uuhs.org/
http://www.uuhs.org/
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From Your Annual Program 
Fund Representative
As we approach the end of this challenging year, I want to 
offer my heartfelt thanks to all those congregations who 
managed to remain “fair share” contributors to the UUA 

Annual Program Fund and to the Dis-
trict.  It was encouraging to see we 
remained in the top quartile of giving 
among districts even though our over-
all giving is down almost 20 per cent 
from three years ago.
 
If your congregation was not able to 
achieve fair share this past year I do 
hope you will stretch to make it this 

year.  In a few months many of our congregations will be 
formulating budgets for the next church year.  Please make 
fair share giving to the UUA and the District a matter of 
“what’s right not what’s left”.  When your church does not 
give its fair share you are in effect asking your sister con-
gregations to pick up the slack.  Remember these aren’t 
dues you are paying.  These are pledges we make as part 
of our larger identity as Unitarian Universalists just as your 
individual members make pledges to support their identity 
in your congregation.
 
If you have not yet made a pledge for this current fiscal 
year, I sent your leadership a letter asking you to do so.  
Like each congregation, this helps the UUA and the Dis-
trict plan out their budgets.  Also, after several years of no 
increase to the suggested fair share per member amount, 
the UUA will be raising its suggested amount from $56 to 
$58.  Please keep this in mind when budgeting for the next 
fiscal year.  
 
As a reminder, congregations are asked to certify their 
membership to the UUA by Feb. 1st.  There is always some 
debate on “who to count”.  The temptation being to count 
only those who give or give at a certain level.  My phi-
losophy is to err on the side of being more generous in the 
count, remembering that as a free church we welcome all 
people regardless of belief, status or means.  As one sage 
reminded me years ago, “if you don’t count them, then they 
don’t count.”
 
May we all count our blessings this holiday season. 
 

In gratitude, 
Rev. John Morehouse

PSWD Annual Program Representative

Bed & Breakfast 
Adventure on O’ahu
Our First Unitarian Church of Honolulu 
has just announced plans to offer a sec-
ond Bed & Breakfast fundraiser, this time 
scheduled for Presidents’ Day Weekend 
in February, from the 16th to 23rd. Those 
who took advantage of this wonderful of-
fer last September will be among the first 
to tell you not to miss out on what is way 
more than just a very good deal. Here’s 
how it works:

The Honolulu congregation will provide 
seven nights stay in the homes of church 
members and friends for $840 for a room 
for two ($120/night), or $490 for a single 
($70/night). And they’d love to be your 
hosts and guides for a wide spectrum of 
activities and explorations during your 
time on their beautiful island. Optional ex-
cursions include whale watching tours, a visit 
to the popular Kapiolani College Farmers’ 
Market, snorkeling at Hanauma Bay, a visit 
to the Bishop Museum guided by a feminist 
anthropologist, a hike up to the Makapu’u 
Lighthouse, a tour of theManoa Heritage Cen-
ter with a docent, and a visit to an ancient Ha-
waiian temple site and 
garden of native plants 
in Kailua.

Those who participated 
in September were very 
enthusiastic: 

“The Manoa Valley is gor-
geous, with rainbows day 
after day. Hanauma Bay was amazing, . . . We en-
joyed having time to take a surfing lesson, explore 
the pipes on the North Shore, . . . take a garden 
tour at Kualoa Ranch, and discover the Heiau on 
the Leeward side of the island.”

“My hosts were fabulous and their home was a 
perfect match for my island escape. I enjoyed the 
fish auction and breakfast, unique experience.”

If you’d like to register or receive a bro-
chure with all the details, contact DRE Nan 
Kleiber.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=mk4zlobab&et=1103925318498&s=1616&e=001Nbzok4FUiqe-Hr4eHPKck1nUYvVy45j1t40lh4cDo1waeLPNCowwh8isNTQLpuTCSnjAbsmdqFP1UFI1di8_ynpXH9LQSHZmuu7kqBZKEcRKv2THRJtenm1xSPMOyOAnK71DvGl4DDVNBw8LsiCbRg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=mk4zlobab&et=1103925318498&s=1616&e=001Nbzok4FUiqe-Hr4eHPKck1nUYvVy45j1t40lh4cDo1waeLPNCowwh8isNTQLpuTCSnjAbsmdqFP1UFI1di8_ynpXH9LQSHZmuu7kqBZKEcRKv2THRJtenm1xSPMOyOAnK71DvGl4DDVNBw8LsiCbRg==
mailto:nankleiber@hawaii.rr.com 
mailto:nankleiber@hawaii.rr.com 
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From The Mountain Top!
Camp de Benneville 
Pines enjoyed a won-
derful autumn season 
with brilliant yellows 
in the oak trees.  As a 
matter of fact, we were 
surprised at how long 
the yellows blazed this 
year.  Even our Thanks-
giving Campers were 
greeted by shades of 
fall foliage along with a 

couple inches of freshly fallen snow.

In early November the Camp was alive with the 
sounds of fiddles, banjos and acoustic guitars as 
we welcomed nearly 100 musicians to camp for 
our annual folk music retreat.  It was nice to have 
so many UU’s in attendance this year, and we hope 
that number continues to grow.  Some of the mu-
sic makers came back a few weeks later to attend 
Thanksgiving Camp and brought their happy hearts 
and musical talents along.  And, speaking of music, 
as I write this article 40 middle school youth and 
advisors are in Camp for our annual Coming of Age 
Winter Camp.  It is a wonderful retreat called Find 
YoUUr Own Beat!  Music leads the way as campers 
rock, roll, and shimmy their way through worship, 
art, hikes and cooperative games.  Led by Michael 
Alvarado and Sara LaWall, the yoUUth are inspired 
to be creative as well as enjoy all that the camp has 
to offer….and this year that includes a little snow!

PSWD Senior High Camp:  SUUper Camp, will run 
Mon – Sat, Dec 27 – Jan 1. Grades 9 – 12 are invited 
to join in the fun. Ring in the New Year with amaz-
ing UU youth from around the district!  Grab your 
mask and cape in celebration of SUUper Heroes. 
YoUUth will be focusing on using UU principles to 
empower them to become their own super hero. 
We will be hearing from some real-life super heroes 
who have done some incredible things--these folks 
are amazing. Youth Deans Shannon Clowes and 
Natalia Hankins join adult advisor Käthe Larick to 
create one sUUper senior high camp. 

Not to be forgotten, elementary campers have a 
chance for winter fun too. The PSWD Family and 
Elementary Winter Camp: Inspired UUs! will be 
held over the President’s holiday weekend, Sat 

– Mon, Feb 19 – 21, 2011. Grades 3 – 6 can at-
tend camp with or without a parent.  Grades K – 2 
definitely need to invite parents along. This is the 
place to be in February—it generally is our best 
snow month of the winter season.  Snow angels, 
hot cocoa, inspired worship, sledding, talent show, 
wintery hikes—our talented program staff have a 
perfect weekend planned for families and children.  
Cabin counselors are available to oversee children 
who come on their own.  Our thanks to Dean Ce-
leste Plumlee and her staff for creating such a won-
derful camp for our children.

Reunion of Youth Campers, for the staff and camp-
ers of LRY, YRUU, Jr. High and Kiddie Camps in 
the late 1960’s – 1980’s, will be held March 11 – 
13, 2011.  Help kick off de Benneville Pines’ 50th 
Anniversary year with a winter reunion! Warm and 
toasty…gather around the ol’ lodge fireplace to re-
joice, renew and return. Time to recharge.  Time to 
play in the mountains again, perhaps play in the 
snow! Time to relax and retell old stories…time to re-
unite and touch hearts once again. Time to recall old 
memories…time to make new memories together.

Each March de Benneville joins forces with the LA 
Gay/Lesbian Center to sponsor  Rainbow Family 
Camp. This exciting fun-filled weekend presents an 
opportunity for families with gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and/or transgender parents/guardians to gather 
together to build a safe community, free from the 
pressures of everyday life. Families enjoy dozens 
of activities planned and implemented by the staff 
of the LA Center. Join in common meals and par-
ticipate in discussions with other folks with similar 
points of view. The weekend is relaxed and offers 
an atmosphere of mutual respect and kindness.  
Join us March 25 – 27, 2011, for this incredible 
family experience.  

It isn’t too early to be making reservations for the pop-
ular UU Women’s Retreat. This year’s keynote speak-
er is the Rev Erika Hewitt of Live Oak UU Church. 
Make your reservations now for May 13 – 15, 2011.  

For pricing information or to register for any of 
these events, just log onto our website, www.uu-
camp.org, and click on “COME TO CAMP.”  Or to 
contact the Camp directly, please email uucamp@
aol.com, or call the office at 909-794-2928. We are 
happy to help you in any way we can.

--Janet James, Camp Manager

www.uucamp.org
www.uucamp.org
mailto:uucamp@aol.com
mailto:uucamp@aol.com
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UUA Trustee Report 
As we move through the holiday season and to-
ward the end of our calendar year, I am reminded 
that we are at the busiest, most involved time of 
the year for most of our congregations. Preparation 
of special music, pageants celebrating 
numerous holidays and traditions, more 
than full-time work for most of our staff, 
both professional and lay make this a 
highlight time of year for many of us be-
yond the usual holiday fare. I wish each 
and every one of you a safe and joyous 
holiday season! 

Our PSWD president, Michael Sallwasser 
is encouraging us to use the term “Our 
UUA” as opposed to just “the UUA”. 
I like it and I am trying to use it in my 
own writing and references. Our UUA is much like 
our congregations at this time of year. It is busy, 
alive and exciting. We are planning our next board 
meeting in January. Last year, for the first time, we 
decided to have our January meeting away from 
Boston. We met in San Antonio and following legis-
lative events around immigration, we have decided 
to meet right here in the PSWD in the Phoenix area 
this coming January. The meeting is scheduled 
from January 20-23 and for the most part is open 
to observers. The agenda will be out in early Janu-
ary. Prior to the meeting, many board members 
are doing a pre-meeting visit to the Tucson area 
from Monday through Wednesday of that week and 
will be hosted by folks from No More Deaths who 
will take members to various sites and meetings 
to educate and inform members on these issues in 
Arizona. District Executive, Ken Brown is providing 
significant help to the board for this meeting.

The 2011 General Assembly in Charlotte will fea-
ture a number of programs marking the UUA’s fifti-
eth anniversary. There will be a great deal of activ-
ity around this celebration at GA in Charlotte, NC. 
I am hoping many UUs from the PSWD will make 
it to Charlotte for this notable event. I believe all 
the living former presidents of Our UUA will be in 
attendance for this event. Planned events include a 
50th birthday party after the opening celebration, 
a keynote lecture about Unitarian Universalism’s 
contribution to the development of liberal religion 
in America, a worship service examining Unitarian 
Universalism’s experience as a “blended” family, 

and a panel reflecting on the UUA’s social justice 
achievements in the past 50 years.

Communication has taken some large leaps for-
ward this year. The UU World has dramatically in-
creased coverage of our board meetings and their 
reports are always available online. You can sign 

up to get weekly notifications of UU 
World articles on a variety of topics 
at http://www.uuworld.org/subscrip-
tions/index.shtml. If you are a mem-
ber of Facebook, the board also has a 
site on Facebook that you can sign up 
to get the latest happenings with the 
board including videos, announce-
ments and more. Additionally, the 
board will soon be launching its own 
blog and I will send a link as soon as 
we have the information.

The financial picture for Our UUA is improving 
slowly despite the recent events in the national eco-
nomic picture. We have a balanced budget, albeit 
at the expense of some programs and staff, as well 
as a clean opinion from our financial auditors. Man-
agement has been very prudent and kept the cuts 
to the minimum necessary. Remaining staff have 
picked up extra work to help preserve programs 
and some programs have had to be reorganized in 
order to be able to continue. All our congregations 
can help by maintaining fair share status and con-
tinuing to fulfill pledges. Opportunities for individu-
al giving to Friends of the PSWD and Friends of the 
UUA are available from the respective websites. I 
hope you will join me in being a Friend to both.

Finally, by February 1st each congregation must re-
certify its membership and complete the congrega-
tional poll. This signifies your intention to continue to 
be a member congregation of Our UUA. After Janu-
ary 1st the authorized person in your congregation 
can go online and complete the certification. Details 
on how to do this will be coming to each congrega-
tion in the near future. Keep an eye out for it.

As always, I am available to speak with your con-
gregation and board at your invitation. Please feel 
free to contact me with questions, concerns and 
comments. I look forward to hearing from you!

In faith and trust,
--Tom Loughrey

Your UUA Trustee from the PSWD

http://www.uuworld.org/subscriptions/index.shtm
http://www.uuworld.org/subscriptions/index.shtm


letter and Interfaith Power and Light newsletter and 
received recognition of meritorious achievement in 
water conservation by the Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict of Southern California. Alyssa Bellew, Director 
of Administration, for Neighborhood Church, advis-
es churches beginning the process to get an energy 
audit, which doesn’t have to be fancy or expensive, 
and to develop a close working relationship with 

your local water and power 
representative. Also, both 
Interfaith Power and Light 
and Energy Star have excel-
lent resources for congrega-
tions, including tips and en-
ergy saving calculator tools. 
Check them out at: http://
interfaithpowerandlight.org/ 
or www.energystar.gov/con-
gregations.

In the last year, Neighbor-
hood reduced water con-
sumption by 27%, with 50% 
improvement from summer 
of 2009 to summer of 2010. 

In 2 years, Neighborhood has reduced energy con-
sumption by 18,240 kWh, roughly 10%, which is 
enough energy to make 100,320 espressos and 
3,648,000 blended margaritas. That’s cool.

When it comes to saving energy, Neighborhood 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Pasadena is a 
“cool congregation”, according to Interfaith Power 
and Light. At the November 9th California Interfaith 
Power and Light (CIPL) 4th Annual Energy Oscar 
Awards, Neighborhood Church won the 2010 award 
for Energy Efficiency and Conservation. CIPL helps 
educate congregations on the theological basis for 
eco-stewardship and as-
sists them in implementing 
programs to reduce their 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and become more energy 
efficient. 

Caring for the environ-
ment and saving energy 
are not new to Neighbor-
hood Church, which was 
recognized with the “Green 
Sanctuary” designation by 
the Unitarian Universal-
ist Association in March 
2010.  Neighborhood’s 7th 
Principle group has worked 
tirelessly since its inception in 2004 to build aware-
ness of and motivate action on environmental is-
sues while reaching its goal of becoming a “Green 
Sanctuary.”

Much of Neighborhood’s environmental success is 
attributed to the collaboration between its 7th Prin-
ciple group, congregants, ministers, and staff.  Be-
sides the usual energy-saving improvements, like 
replacing incandescent bulbs with CFLs, replacing 
toilets with high efficiency models, and replacing 
the Styrofoam at coffee hour with reusable cups, 
the church has made larger improvements, like 
participating in a number of energy-saving emerg-
ing technologies pilot programs and installing a 
new water-saving irrigation system.  And the list 
goes on. The biggest collaborative project is the 
church’s Neighborhood Green Fair, a large-scale 
environmental awareness event for the commu-
nity that includes vendors, demonstrations, food, 
nonprofits, music, prizes, and more and requires 
roughly 100 volunteers and months of planning. 

For its environmental achievements, Neighborhood 
was profiled in the Pasadena Water and Power news-
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The Mountain Desert District Cordially Invites You to 

Going Deeper:  
A Worship Conference 

 

April 8-10, 2011 in Golden, CO 
Rev.	
  Dr.	
  Kay	
  Northcutt	
  
Author	
  of	
  
Kindling	
  
Desire	
  for	
  
God:	
  
Preaching	
  as	
  
Spiritual	
  
Direction	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Worship	
  as	
  Spiritual	
  Practice	
  
	
  

Rev.	
  John	
  Tolley,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  
Professor	
  of	
  
Ministry	
  and	
  
the	
  Arts,	
  
Meadville	
  
Lombard	
  
Theological	
  
School	
  

	
  

Topic:	
  Worship	
  Aesthetics	
  
	
  

Rev.	
  Marlin	
  Lavanhar	
  
Senior	
  
Minister,	
  All	
  
Souls	
  
Unitarian	
  
Church	
  in	
  
Tulsa	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Theme	
  Based	
  Ministry	
  

Registration	
  Information:	
  
-­‐ $150	
  Registration	
  Fee	
  per	
  person	
  (includes	
  3	
  meals)	
  

o Register	
  online	
  starting	
  November	
  30	
  at	
  
http://mdduua.org	
  

o $175	
  Registration	
  Fee	
  after	
  March	
  1,	
  2011	
  
-­‐ Hotel	
  rooms	
  for	
  $99/night	
  (booked	
  separately)	
  	
  	
  

o Up	
  to	
  4	
  people	
  per	
  room	
  
o Denver	
  West	
  Marriott	
  at	
  1717	
  Denver	
  West	
  
Boulevard,	
  Golden,	
  CO	
  80401	
  

o 1	
  303-­‐279-­‐9100	
  
o Book	
  rooms	
  online	
  at	
  
http://www.marriott.com	
  

Program	
  will	
  include:	
  
-­‐ Keynote	
  by	
  Kay	
  Northcutt	
  
-­‐ Engaging	
  Programming	
  and	
  Discussion	
  Groups	
  
centered	
  around	
  the	
  topics:	
  	
  

o Worship	
  as	
  Spiritual	
  Practice	
  
o Worship	
  Aesthetics	
  
o Theme	
  Based	
  Ministry	
  
o Music	
  for	
  Worship	
  

-­‐ A	
  Banquet	
  on	
  Friday	
  night	
  (provided)	
  
-­‐ Sunday	
  morning	
  worship	
  at	
  9:30a	
  and	
  11:00a	
  

Who	
  Should	
  Attend?	
  	
  	
  	
  
Ministers,	
  Music	
  Directors,	
  Worship	
  Committees	
  
&	
  Worship	
  Leaders,	
  Musicians	
  &	
  Choirs,	
  and	
  all	
  
interested	
  Unitarian	
  Universalists	
  (you!)	
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PSWD DISTRICT CALENDAR
Send additions/changes to PSWD@aol.com

DECEMBER 2010
27-1	 Sr High Camp
	 Camp de Benneville Pines, CA

JANUARY 2011
15	 DA Planning Committee Meeting,
	 Neighborhood Church, Pasadena, CA
17	 Potluck dinner with UUA Board members,
	 UU Congregation of Green Valley, Amado, AZ
18	 Potluck dinner with UUA Board members,
	 UU Church of Tucson, AZ
22	 PSWD Board Meeting,  
	 Valley UU Church, Chandler, AZ
22	 Potluck dinner with UUA Board members,
	 Valley UU Church, Chandler, AZ
29	 Leadership Day
	 UU Congregation of Green Valley, Amado, AZ

FEBRUARY 2011
19-21	 Family & Elementary Camp	
	 Camp de Benneville Pines, CA

MARCH 2011
10-12	 Involve Training: “Welcoming Children with 		
	 Special Needs”
	 Monte Vista UU Congregation, Montclair, CA
17-20	 Arizona Human Rights Spring Break
	 Tucson, AZ area

MAY 2011
20-21	 District Assembly
	 Neighborhood Church, Pasadena, CA

 The UU of Santa Clarita Valley Aids Walk  
 
The UU of SCV AIDS Walk Los Angeles team was out in force for the October 17 event. In a sea of over 
30,000 other dedicated walkers, our team stood out in their yellow shirts as they walked the full 10 kilo-
meters (6.2 miles) on a misty Sunday morning to honor the pledges of support from our congregation, 
our friends and our families. 

Our 7th year as an AIDS Walk team was our best ever, with 9 walkers raising over $3,000! The UU of SCV 
was represented by (l to r, below): Adela Dimitrivich, Carol Winkler, team leader Rick Lott, Sara Brown, 
Deana Perozzi, Renee Foley, Sue Hallett, Linda Lott and Chris Lott (not pictured). As always, the mem-
bers and friends of our congregation were the greatest source of donations and encouragement.

It was exciting to meet up and bond with UUs from other congregations along the walk. Next year we’ll 
explore expanding the team to include the Valley Cluster for an even greater UU presence.
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